CHAPTER XX
After completing the ceremony of vatasradha and after offering the Pindas
at the foot of the Vatavriksha, performed Kalpita Brahmana Brahmapuja for
the Gayavali in which a flower garland is given and the Gayavalis beg by entre-
aties and threats and with heartrending words and'extract as much amount a
possible and then touch the back with the garland and utter the words ' Your
ancestors attained salvation,' completing the ritual suphala. This takes
the whole day. By the grace of God and by his act of giving me good Praya-
gavalis. Boatmen, Gayavalis, I have had no worry or problem and all of them
gave me a good time. God commanded that they shall be content with what-
ever I gave them. I gave nearly two thousand rupees including the
clothes, ornaments and other things to the Gayavali and he felt very happy
and he gave 'suphala' blessings to all those of my entourage to whom I gave
the benefit of free performance of all the ceremonial rites.
The well to do Poona resident Nagpur ruler Doulatrao Sindhya and
others granted jagirs that brought an annual revenue of twenty to thirty
thousands to their Gayavalis and kept them at Gaya in order that they always
bless them. These Gayavalis always demand more but they are always
content with whatever they get. Whatever demands they insist, they do
only at the Vatasradha and at the time of c Suphala ' blessings. At other
places they keep quiet. In olden days it appears the Gayavalis used to torment
the pilgrims at this c Suphala ' blessings. But now they accept even if four
rupees are offered. Including all the sundry expenses, this all important
s Ashta Gaya' ceremonies cost only sixty rupees. After taking the Suphala
blessings and worshipping the Prapitamaheswara the remains of the ceremo-
nial food is to be eaten. Then according to the status, of the pilgrims, they go
with band accompaniment in procession and visit the Vishnu Pada and Gada-
dhara Temples and then return to their lodgings.
It is a blind custom in the Dharmasala at 'Akshyavata' that Gayavalis
alone should dine and none else should be permitted to dine there and the
performer of Sradha alone is permitted to take food from the remains of the
ceremonial food. By the grace of God as there are no choultries to offer free
meals, as long as I stayed here, daily, not less than 30 Brahmins belonging to
the Pancha Dravida sect of our parts used to dine along with me and so even
after the Sradha ceremony was performed it was destined that they should
dine along with me. The rich man of Poona could not achieve this and hence
after completing the Sradha ceremony he went to his place of lodging for
meals. God almighty showered his kindness on this person that the brahmins
should feel proud of this person who could achieve this great task. Main reason
for this achievement is the favourable disposition o f my Gayavali. The magis-
trate issued orders to the Kotwal (head of the city police) to be with me and he